
 

 
 
 
 August, 2017 
 
Dear New CHA Upper School Parents,  
 

Technology has come to play an unprecedented role in the lives and education of today’s students. One-
to-one computing and individualized access to collaborative academic work, as well as electronically produced 
presentations and projects have become the norm. At CHA, we are committed to keeping pace with technological 
innovations in education and are continually evaluating and assessing our capabilities and effectiveness. With that 
in mind, I’d like to share a couple of the latest developments that we have implemented.  
 
BYOD (Bring Your Own Device)  

Technology is constantly changing and the goal is not to just "keep up" but to anticipate what the future 
holds in technology along with the repercussions in our students' lives. In an effort to provide students with 
optimal technological access, we have a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) model. This model allows students to 
bring the device of their choice (such as Windows, Apple, or Android), each capable of providing an effective, 
compatible platform. Among many different benefits that technology brings to education, access to the Internet—
in particular the Web 2.0 applications (e.g., Google Docs)—is essential to realizing the multiplying potential of 
technology in teaching and learning. Thus, the Google Chrome internet browser will be the common denominator 
to the devices students use as their BYOD platform.  
 

Given the efficiency of cost and implementation, Internet browser-based computing has gained much 
traction in launching technology plans for both private and public schools. As a result, devices such as the 
Chromebook have become a popular choice for schools, students, and teachers. CHA has chosen the Dell 
Chromebook 11 as the recommended device for students and parents considering the purchase of a new 
computer.  
 

We realize that this new BYOD model may present a financial challenge for some families. Accordingly, 
CHA will provide a lease-to-own option ($10/month or $120/year with warranty for 4 years). In addition, students 
who qualify for assistance (by prior application and approval for financial aid) may be eligible to borrow a 
Chromebook from CHA for the academic year.  
 
CHA Network Upgrade  

As part of our ongoing Instructional Technology enhancements, we have upgraded and expanded the 
infrastructure at CHA to provide additional layers of security. In addition to upgrading our wireless antennas and 
increasing our internet connection speeds, more filters are in place to prevent access to unapproved websites 
regardless of the type of device being used. We encourage parents to partner with us to gain a clear understanding 
of what this may mean with regard to your home Internet security settings.  

 
We believe wholeheartedly in the direction that we are taking to advance instructional technology. Thank 

you for partnering with us at CHA and may God continue to guide us as we seek to equip our students with the 
best and most current learning tools.  

 
Joan Okamoto 

Principal of Preschool-Grade 12 


