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Summer Reading – Grade 8

Dear Eighth Grade Students,

I look forward to a wonderful year of growing and learning with you.  We have so many
memorable experiences ahead!  This summer, in preparation for eighth grade, please read Corrie ten
Boom’s The Hiding Place and Mawi Asgedom’s Of Beetles and Angels. Please feel free, as well, to enjoy
any of the other optional books listed below.

We will start out our eighth grade year by studying World War II and the Holocaust, beginning
with Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel’s memoir Night. In order to prepare for this study, you will read
Corrie ten Boom’s memoir The Hiding Place, the story of the ten Boom family’s heroic acts of hiding
Jews in their home and working in the Dutch Resistance against Hitler and the Nazis.  By reading The
Hiding Place, you will bring to our study of Night a common background and language to help shape our
class discussions and to provide an important contrast in perspectives.  Elie Wiesel was a teenager
studying in the synagogue when he was arrested and taken with his family to Auschwitz Concentration
and Death Camp, while Corrie ten Boom and her sister Betsie were middle-aged Christian women who
made the decision to risk everything to save Jews, leading to their time of internment in Ravensbrück
Concentration Camp.

Your second summer reading book will prepare you for our study of global human rights issues.
Mawi Asgedom survived civil war in east Africa and lived in a refugee camp in Sudan before he and his
family came to live in America.  Mawi attended Longfellow Elementary School in Wheaton, Illinois, and
eventually graduated from Harvard University with high honors, after which he wrote Of Beetles and
Angels, his inspiring memoir of his extraordinary journey. Beyond all of the circumstantial
differences between your life and Mawi’s life, I imagine that you also will find connections
between you and that you will learn some life lessons from his story. Imagine, for a moment, that
you had the privilege of meeting Mawi Asgedom.  What practical wisdom or inspiration would
you tell him that you gained by reading his story? You might focus on his example of
perseverance in difficult circumstances, his diligence and commitment to his education, his
experience in coping with grief or with dramatic change in his life.  Perhaps reading his story
will help you to deal with similar circumstances.

While I am asking you to read two books, (one is quite short), you will write only about The
Hiding Place. Before you begin reading The Hiding Place, please carefully look at the essay prompt
below to guide your reading.  Your reflective essay on Corrie ten Boom’s memoir will be due on the first
day of school.  I know these books will profoundly impact you, and I look forward to hearing and reading
your thoughts.  Have a great summer, and I will see you in August!

I look forward to a memorable year with you!

Mrs. Ledbetter
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AT HOME WRITING ASSIGNMENT

Guidelines for The Hiding Place Reading and Writing
1. Carefully read the essay prompt below and select the theme you want to focus on during

your reading.
2. Keeping in mind the theme you have chosen, please read The Hiding Place, making sure

to mark in your book the passages that focus on your theme.
3. Now, please thoughtfully and thoroughly write an essay in which you show what you

have learned of your theme through the experiences Corrie recounts in her memoir.
Choose at least three powerful examples of your theme at work in the memoir, and
develop your ideas fully.  Give examples where needed, both from the book and from
your life where you are making personal connections to the book. Be sure to provide
meaningful quotes to help support your ideas, and place the page number in parentheses
(MLA style) after the quote.

Example: When the Nazi pilots were bombing Holland, Corrie and Betsie took refuge together,
and Betsie began to pray for the Nazis “caught in the fist of the giant evil loose in Germany”
(79). Corrie marveled that Betsie could pray for the enemy.  “Oh Lord,” Corrie prayed, “listen to
Betsie, not me, because I cannot pray for those men at all” (79). Corrie knew that she needed
God’s strength to help her pray.

Note: Set up the quote with a brief statement of introduction and add the page number without
using p. for page.  Also see that the period is placed after the parentheses.

4. Your writing must be grammatically correct.  Make sure your sentences are clear and
complete with accurate punctuation and spelling. Please proofread before submitting
your essay.

5. Remember to italicize the title of a book in your writing.

ESSAY PROMPT
As you read Corrie’s memoir, not only will you learn a great deal about World War II and
the Holocaust, but you will have the opportunity to witness the ten Boom family’s life of
faith in God in the darkest of circumstances.  One of the most valuable outcomes of
reading a God-centered memoir is that it can nourish our own faith in God. Betsie ten
Boom said to Corrie, “There is no pit so deep that God’s love is not deeper still.”
Because Betsie said this in a time of grave difficulty, we are more likely to take her
message seriously.  Woven throughout The Hiding Place, you will encounter many
practical themes for Godly living, including:
☞ God’s miraculous provision to meet needs
☞ The power of prayer
☞ Dependence on the Word of God
☞ Forgiveness of enemies
☞ Sharing the Gospel

Now write an essay showing what Corrie and Betsie revealed about God’s miraculous
provision, or prayer, or dependence on God’s Word, or forgiveness, or sharing the Gospel
to serve the Kingdom of God. In your conclusion, draw an honest connection or
connections to your own life.
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Recommended Optional Books
Related Thematically to the 8th Grade
English Curriculum:

☞ The Boy in the Striped Pajamas & The Boy at the Top of the Mountain
by John Boyne

You may already have read the first of these extraordinary WWII stories.
Boyne’s unique perspective allows us a glimpse into the heart and mind of two
children, each of whom forms a dangerous friendship and must make difficult
moral choices when they find themselves swept into the reality of the Nazi-fueled
Holocaust against the Jews.

☞ Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl – Anne Frank

Anne Frank and her family, fleeing the horrors of Nazi occupation, hid in the back
of an Amsterdam warehouse for two years.  Anne was thirteen when the family
went into the Secret Annex.  In her diary, Anne reveals the relations between eight
people living under extraordinary conditions, facing hunger, constant threat of
discovery and death, separation from the outside world, and above all, the
boredom, the misunderstanding and the strain of living in such confined quarters.

☞ The Boy Who Dared – Susan Campbell Bartoletti

This historical fiction novel explores the life a Helmuth Hubener, a German youth
at first caught up by the political intrigue of the Nazi rise to power,  but who then
dared to stand up against the Nazi regime.

☞ Hansi:  The Girl Who Left the Swastika – Maria Ann Hirschmann

This memoir recounts the story of Hansi, a young girl living in Nazi occupied
Czechoslovakia and caught up in blind devotion to Hitler and the atheistic Nazi
system, but whose eyes opened to the truth when she came to faith in Jesus Christ.

☞ Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet – Jamie Ford

The Panama Hotel, once the gateway to Seattle’s Japantown, has been boarded up
for decades, but now the new owner makes an incredible discovery: the belongings
of Japanese families left when they were rounded up and sent to internment camps
during World War II. As Henry Lee looks on, the owner opens a Japanese parasol
and with it an unforgettable story of friendship and forgiveness.

☞ The Devil’s Arithmetic – Jane Yolen

Hannah is tired of Jewish holiday celebrations, but this year’s Passover Seder in
New York City is transformed when Hannah is mysteriously transported into the
past to live firsthand the events of the Holocaust.

☞ Tortured for Christ – Richard Wurmbrand

This memoir recounts Wurmbrand’s conversion from atheism to faith in Jesus and
his experience as a Romanian Christian pastor in 1944 when Russian troops
entered his country. Atheism became the official state religion, but Wurmbrand
proclaimed Christ and preached the Gospel. His leadership of the Underground
Church resulted in his arrest and fourteen years of imprisonment during which he
was tortured, beaten, burned, and forced to endure three years of solitary
confinement.  Many came to know Christ through his selfless and even joy-filled
ministry in prison reminiscent of Paul and Silas.
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☞ The Pastor’s Wife – Sabina Wurmbrand

In her inspiring memoir, Pastor Richard Wurmbrand’s wife recounts the story of
her efforts to get her husband released from prison, her own subsequent
imprisonment, and her efforts to help build a Christian underground Church in
restricted areas around the world.

☞ Safely Home – Randy Alcorn

American business executive Ben Fielding has no idea what his brilliant old
college roommate is facing in China. After twenty years he expects to pick up
where they left off, but when they reunite in China, the men are shocked to
discover how radically their lives and loyalties have changed as they have moved
in different directions.  In a time of darkness, watched by unseen eyes, both must
make choices that will determine not only the destinies of two men, but two
families, two nations...and two worlds.  This novel will help you appreciate the
faith and resilient commitment of the persecuted Christians in China.

☞ The Price to Pay: A Muslim Risks All to Follow Christ – Joseph Fadelle

During his military service, Muhammad, a young Muslim Iraqi from a leading
Shiite family, discovers to his dismay that his roommate is a Christian. Muhammad
tries to convert his roommate, but he is the one who is converted instead. In Islam,
changing one's religion is a crime, and Muhammad's family does everything
possible to make him renounce his new faith in Christ. Will he stay true to Christ,
or will the pressure become so great that he denies Christ?

☞ Blasphemy: The True, Heartbreaking Story of the Woman Sentenced to
Death over a Cup of Water –Asia Bibi

Punjab, Pakistan, June 2009. The temperature is sweltering, and Asia has been out
picking fruit for several hours. It is exhausting work, but Asia and her husband
have five children to feed. At midday she goes to the nearest well, picks up a cup,
and takes a long drink of cool water. She refills the cup and offers it to another
woman. Suddenly one of her fellow workers cries out that the water belongs to the
Muslim women and that with her actions, Asia – who is Christian – has
contaminated it. An argument ignites and in an instant, with one word, Asia's fate
is sealed. 'Blasphemy!' someone shouts. In Pakistan this is a charge punishable by
death.  First attacked by a mob, Asia is thrown into prison and then sentenced to be
hanged.  Will the sentence be carried out?  Asia Bibi, who has become a symbol
for everyone concerned with ending the violence committed in the name of
religion, bravely speaks to us from her prison cell. 

☞ Should you be interested in further recommendations, don’t hesitate to ask
Mrs. JL.  There is no shortage of good books!
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5828959.Asia_Bibi

